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Parts of a B-29 aircraft remaining in
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Mt. Honzan (photographed in 2025,
courtesy of Takahashi Daisuke)
Aftermath at the Crash Site

The crash site was cleared over the course of two to
three years, with accounts that the aircraft was
dismantled by salvage companies and transported by
ship.

Today it is difficult to pinpoint the exact location of the
site, but fragments of the wreckage can still be found.
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The Monument Years Later
By the 1980s the monument had weathered
significantly, and as time passed many people no longer
knew the meaning it held. To raise awareness, it was
relocated to its current location in 2025, with an
explanatory plaque installed. The original location,
which appears to have been chosen to overlook the

crash site, is preserved as a historic landmark.
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Kamoaosa Elementary School opened in 1876 and closed in
2001. Its characteristic siding and large open windows form a
key part of the village’ s historic landscape.

' (1928%)

! Kamoaosa Elementary
- School at the time of
completion (1928)
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B-29 Crash and the Monument to Peace

Around 5:00pm (JST) on August 28, 1945, just after the end
of the Asia-Pacific War, a US B-29 long-range bomber
crashed into Mt. Honzan. Residents from the Kamoaosa area
who witnessed the accident conducted search and rescue
operations, and through their efforts managed to save one
young soldier.

After the accident, a monument inscribed with the Japanese
characters for “peace” was erected on the grounds of
Kamoaosa Elementary School.
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The downed B-29 had been on a mission from Saipan to
drop supplies off to a prisoner-of-war camp in northern Akita.
Residents immediately went to the site after the crash but had
to turn back as night fell. Early the next morning they set out
again with the police to search for and rescue survivors.

Of the 12 crew members, only tail gunner Cpl. Norman H.
Martin (then 19), was found alive and rescued. Residents cut
a path through the mountain and carried down the remains,
with some accounts stating that they carried Martin down on
their shoulders.
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Caring for Corporal Martin

When he saw the sickles and hatchets villagers were using
to clear the path, Martin reportedly feared they might kill him.
After his rescue he was cared for at Kamoaosa Elementary
School, but barely ate any food the residents brought him,
apparently worried it might be poisoned. He later headed to
Akita, and on September 8th, returned home from Shinonome
Airfield in Noshiro.
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The wreckage of the
crashed B29 (courtesy of
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Erecting the Monument

It is believed that former Toga mayor Miura Katsuo led the
project, and former vice mayor Hatakeyama Matsuji penned
the characters for “peace.” Resources were limited at the time,
but affordable stone was purchased, and the base of a
shrine’s stone lantern was repurposed in use for its
construction.

The exact year of construction is unknown, but the
monument is believed to have been erected during 1945-1950
to coincide with memorial services held at the school.
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Later Memorials and Exchanges

The Japan Air Self-Defense Force’s Kamo Sub-Base on
Honzan inherited the name Camp Kamo from the U.S. radar
unit that relocated there from Nyudozaki in 1955 and
named it to express gratitude to the people of Kamoaosa.

Volunteers erected another memorial at the summit of Mt.
Honzan in 1964. In 1990 Cpl. Martin visited Kamoaosa at
the invitation of the Oga Rotary Club and reconnected with
the residents who had searched for and rescued him.
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Mr. and Mrs. Martin visiting Kamoaosa (in 1990), courtesy
of Akita Sakigake Shimpo Co., Ltd.



